
management of the Pennsylvania Company for the
perfectly satisfactory manner in which the train was

equipped.

Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths in the Province of On-
tario, for the year 1895. Pp. 354. Toronto : Warwick Bros. and
Rutter. 1897.
The report presents, with other data concerning vital statis-

tics, notes on the several Registration Acts of Ontario ; the Act
of 1896, in full ; and replete tables summarizing births, marri-
ages and deaths. These tables present their data by counties,
by towns and by cities ; with tabulations of causes of deaths,
number of births and marriages by order of months, and pro-
portion of male to female births. The twelve highest causes

of deaths were phthisis, prenatal period, old age, pneumonia,
diphtheria, cholera infantum, valvular diseases, paralysis,
typhoid fever, convulsions, bronchitis, wounds and accidents.

Transactions of the American Microscopical Society, at its nine-
teenth annual meeting, held at Carnegie Library, Pittsburg,
Pa., Aug. 18, 19 and 20, 1896. Vol. XVIII. Paper, pp. 420.
A. T. Brown Printing House, Buffalo, N. Y. 1897.
Many of the papers presented are of marked value to medi-

cal men, while all are a credit to the Society. Among others,
we note : "Diphtheria, its Bacteriology," by Charles F. Craig,
M.D. "A Study of the Cellular Pathology of Carcinoma," by C.
W. Kellogg, M.D. ; "The Red Blood Corpuscle in Legal Medi-
cine," by M. C. White, M.D. ; "The Requisites of a Pure
Water Supply," by W. C. Krauss, M.D. ; "The Increasing
Pollution of our MunicipalWater Supplies," by F. J. Thorn-
bury, M.D., and "Public Water Supply for Small Towns," by
M. A. Veeder, M.D.

NECROLOGY.
George Thomas, M.D., born in Maryland thirty-eight years

ago, died in Baltimore of pneumonia, June 3. He was gradu¬
ated in 1882, from the College of Physicians and Surgeons,
Baltimore. Four years ago he became Secretary of that College
and was also a member of the Maryland Medical and Surgical
Association, the Clinical Society and the American Laryngo-
logical Society.
Anthony Eugene Stocker, M.D. University Pennsylvania,

1840, for many years on the surgical staff of the Pennsylvania
Hospital, died May 23, in Philadelphia, aged 78 years.-Jere¬
miah B. Selby, M.D., May 31, aged 75 years. In point of res¬

idence, the oldest physician in Milwaukee.-A. L. Knight,
M.D., West Columbia, W. Va., May 27, aged 74 years.-
Henry A. Dubois, M.D., San Rafael, Colo., formerly in charge
of the U. S. Medical Laboratory, Philadelphia.-B. F. Sher¬
wood, M.D., Ogdensburg, N. Y., May 30, aged 80years, atone
time president of the New York State Medical Society.-B.
H. Benham, M.D., Honeoye Falls, N. Y., May 31, age 68 years.
-John Westgate Ladd, M.D,, Newport, R. I., May 29.-
Alphonso Xavier Illinski, M.D., East St. Louis, May 29, aged
90 years. Dr. Illinski belonged to the nobility of Poland but
was exiled during political disturbances of 1836, coming to
America in 1837. He introduced the use of antisepsis, the
hypodermic syringe and the fever thermometer, into the Mis¬
sissippi Valley.

MISCELLANY.

Injection of Chloroformed Quaiacol in Severe Neuralgia.—Subcuta¬
neous injections of 15 to 60 drops of a solution of chloroform,
10 grams, and guaiacol, 6 grams, always soothes the pain,

improves the neuralgia often and occasionally cures it. The
bottle should be sheltered from the light and kept in an opaque
paper. The injection should bemade as close as possible to the
nerve trunk, once a day, or once in two or three days. These
injections have also been found effective in small surgical
operations as an analgesic.—Presse Méd., April 24.
Mirror Writing.—Professor Laveran has remarked that if a pen¬

cil is taken in each hand, and one then commences to write with
both, the left hand will write reversed, from right to left, unless
the attention is concentrated upon it. The two hands will soon
be far apart, writing in opposite directions, as any one can cor¬

roborate for himself. He ascribes the reversed writing in cer¬
tain cases of hemiplegia to the fact that the act of writing
becomes then purely automatic, and the reversed direction of
the writing proves that the individual was naturally left- handed,
although this might have been unsuspected by those around
him, and possibly by himself. He mentions the fact that the
Arabs and Jews of antiquity wrote with the left hand, and
from right to left. He suggests writing down the incompre¬
hensible speech in aphasia, when possibly some clue to it may
be discovered.—Nord Méd., April 1.
Early Diagnosis and Treatment of Malignant Decid noma.—The

predominant symptom is the copious and repeated metror-
rhagia resisting all the usual methods of treatment. The
uterus is voluminous, the cervix soft and gaping. The pre- '

existence of a mole pregnancy, an actual or suspected abor¬
tion, pregnancy, all assume great importance, as a deciduoma
does not develop without some product of true or false concep¬
tion in the uterus. The condition of the general health is also
very important, especially if there is debility more than can be
ascribed to the recognized lesions. Certainty can only be
obtained by curetting the uterus, when the presence of cells
in the scraps of mucosa, with the characteristics of decidual
tumors, decides the question. Immediate vaginal hysterec¬
tomy is the only treatment. Monod and Chabry thus recently
operated on a young woman presenting the above clinical pic¬
ture. The neoplasm was found penetrating the muscular
interstices and lymphatic vessels, in a way that proclaimed its
malignant character at a glance, although it had been ablated
at such an early stage.—Rev. de Gyn. et de Chir. Abdom.,
February 10.

The Spectroscope in Investigating the Blood.—Professor Lewin
urges all to master the simple details of using the spectroscope
in examining specimens of blood, calling attention to its great
importance in medico-legal questions and also its clinical sig¬
nificance in infective and metabolic diseases. The urine, for
instance, in some cases shows no macroscopic nor microscopic
traces of blood, but with the spectroscope it is distinguished at
once. The discovery of carbonic oxid in the blood is conclu¬
sive evidence that it was inhaled during life. The presence of
sulpho-hemoglobin is also important in cases of poisoning from
sewer gas, emanations in industrial establishments, etc., but it
can only be discovered with a thick layer of blood, and a very
narrow slit for the entrance of the light. Methemoglobin is
the first product of the decomposition of oxyhemoglobin. If
present in large quantities, the blood becomes thick and dark
brown, and it imparts a grayish-violet color to the skin, often
mistaken for cyanosis from the usual causes. The poisons that
generate methemoglobin in the blood during life are sodium
and potassium chlorate, arsenious oxid, the inorganic nitrates
and nitrites, and also all the nitro-compounds of the fat and
aromatic series, such as ethyl nitrite, amyl nitrite, nitro-
glycerin, nitro-benzol ; also the amido compounds, like anilin,
amido-toluene, paramidophenol, nitro-anilin, hydroxyl-amine ;
most of the hydrazins, chinolin, helvella esculenta and others.
The indications of methemoglobin are the bands in the red,
but still more characteristic is the disappearance of these
bands, with reduction, and the appearance of the hemoglobin
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